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PANDEMIC PIVOT

When events and bookings dried up in 2020, PacWest Sound had to adapt
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Settlement
between
KCSO and
Calif. DOJ
draws mixed
reactions

BY SAM MORGEN
‘smorgen@bakersfield.com
Asettlement agreement between the California

ALEXHORIATH THE CALFORNAN
Vice President of Business Development Steve Grider poses with the CheckPoint Interactive Kiosk,
which can read body temperature and has facial and mask recognition features. Company Presldenl
Brent Milton and Grider
PacWest's newly created Checkpoint division to provide products designed to ensure public e
employee safety and enhance health le share space.

BY STEVEN MAYER
smayenbatersikt com
he whiteboard
on the wall at
Pacific West
Sound tells the
company’s story

in 2020.

“This board w:
our bible,” said Ste've
Grider, PacWest's vice
president of business
development.

Earlier this year the
Bakersfield-based com-
panyhad $2.3 million
in bookings, filling the
board with event details
and schedules. The
year 2020 was shaping
up to be what PacWest
President Brent Milton
called “a breakout year
forus.”

‘Then coronavirus
became a household

Grider shows visiting j 's empty whi “This
board was our bible,” he said Wednesday. Then coronavirus became a
household name and they started erasing scheduled future work off the
board.

and butter has long

name.
“Westarted erasing  included performance

off the board,’ artsand theater ven-

Grider remembered. ues, corporate clients,

OnWednesday,the ~ schools, chur]
whiteboard at thecom-  the way up (o huge sta-
pany’s headquarters diums and 80,000-per-
onkEast2lstStreetwas  sonevents.
empty, wiped clean. They did a project
More than $2.3 mil- at the Venetian in
lioninplanned work  Vegas, and for 12 years
had been erased by they worked Morister

the pandemic. Twenty
employees, more than

Massive, an annual

Halloween-themed Pacific West Sound has for decades succeeded in

two-thirds of Pacific electronic music festival  the arena of sound contracting, sales and service
West’s workforce, hadto ~ held at the Los Angeles i Central California. Then 2020 unfolded and
belet go. Sports Arena. everything changed. Live music died, or at least
“Itwas a hard thing When the earthquake  became dormant, and live events of all sorts
to sit down, lookatour ~ named COVID shook were put on hold as COVID-19 exploded across
theworld, many might  the state and nation. But rather than throw in the
have closed up shop. mic and close its doors, PacWest downsized and

then went to work on ideas outside of its former
comfort zone.

ler
PacWest's bread

Please see PACWEST |A3

gan:mem of Iusuoe and the Kern County Sheriff's
ce was met with reactions the day afterits
announcement.

‘The agreement requires KCSO to enact an exten-
sivelist of reforms over the next five years aimed at
ensuring the department protects cilizens’ constitu-
tional rights and treats individuals with respect and

ek four-year investigation into the Sheriff’s
Office, the state DOJ determined the department
had engaged in a pattern of constitutional viola-
tions involving improper use of force, unreasonable

The DOJ also alleged KCSO violated state law in its
use of deadly force against individuals with disabili-
ties, failure to provide equal employment opportuni-
ties and its handling of civilian complaints.
Towever, as part of a deal with the county of
Kern, the DOJ gmpped acivil complaint against
the county and the department in exchange for the
Sheriff’s Officels cooperation in enacting the reforms.
At 59 pages, the settlement filed in Kern County
Superior Court requires more than a dozen changes
to the Sheriff’s r?’g ice over the next five years, wit
iridependent monitor to ensure those changes take
lace.

‘The unions representing management and staff
0f KCSO backed the settlement, with the Kern Law

Please see KCSO | A2

NATIONAL SECURITY

Defiant Trump vetoes
$740B defense policy bill
NATION & WORLD | B1

CULTURE

Local museums finding ways
to stay active in community
EYE STREET | C1

ISABELLA GARCIA

Garces senior to continue her

water polo career at Santa Clara
SPORTS | D1

Vaccine is a perfectly timed gift for
front-line workers at Clinica Sierra Vista

BY STACEY SHEPARD
bakarsfldcom

Dr. Carol Stewart called it an
early Christmas gift.
e headof the medical resi-
dency program for Clinica Sierra
Vista and some of her more than
two dozen residents were among
the first in the organization to
receive Modemas coronavirus
vaccine Wednesday afiernoon.
“The word of the day is hope,”
Stewart said, her voice steeped
with emotion as she addressed
a100m of masked Clinica staff,
medical residents and
just prior o becoming the first
toreceive the inoculation at the

that word.I6s been astruggle for
fus!

Ste'wan and others have
been on the front lines of the
‘pandemic locally, assessing sus-

ted and

Meave, Clinica’s chief medical
officer who also did her residency
with the organization.

Meave previously said that
close to half of the COVID-19
tests done at the clinics in those

pos
COVID19 4
PANDEMIC S&fi’;.i

ing homes and local hnsplla]s
The nonprofit safety net health
care provider serves some of the
county'’s poorest communities,
which have also been among the
most impacted by COVID-18.

In particular, clinics in the Arvin
and Lamont areas, where many

two communities
tently coming back positive.
Some Clinica staffers have
contracted the virus themselves
while others have worried daily
about getting it or taking it home
e mies. o
After receiving her injection,
medical assistant Elizabeth
Bailon strutted into an obser-
vation room for those who just
received the vaccine, rejoicing

ALEXHORVATH,/ THE CALIFORNIAN
Clinica Sierra Vista nurse Lillian Peterson injects Moderna's
COVID-19 vaccine into Dr. Carol Stewart, who is head of the
organization’s residency program. Clinica Sierra Vista began to
administer the more than 1,000 doses of the Moderna COVID-19

organization's Niles Street center.  farmworkers live, saw high num- vaccine it recently received to front-line staff and residency
“We've waited a long time for ‘bers of cases, according to Olga Please see CLINICA | A3 program physicians on Wednesday.
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TODAY IN HISTORY

i who
iscovered a sea route around Africa to India
died in Cochin, India.

1814: The United States and Britain signed the
Treaty of Ghent, which ended the War of 1812 fol-
lowing ratification by both the British Parliament
and the US. Senate.

1851: Fire devastated the Library of Congress in
Washington, D.C., destroying about 35,000
volumes.

: the C Army
formed a private social club in Pulaski, Tenn., that
was the original version of the Ku Klux Klan.

1913: S ity people, most of
died in a crush of panic. after a false cry of “Fire! r
during a Christmas party for striking miners and
their families at the Italian Hall in Calumet, Mich.

1943: President Franklin D. Roosevelt appointed
Gen. Dwight D. Eisenhower supreme commander
of Allied forces in Europe as part of Operation
Overlord.

1968: The Apollo 8 astronauts, orbiting the moon,
read passages from the Old Testament Book of
Genesis during a Christmas Eve telecast.

1980: Americans remembered the U.S. hostages in
Iran by burning candles or shining lights for 417
seconds — one second for each day of captivity.

1984: Actor Peter Lawford, 61, died in Los Angeles.

1992: President George H.W. Bush pardoned for-
mer Defense Secretary Caspar Weinberger and
five others in the Iran-Contra scandal.

1993: The Rev. Norman Vincent Peale, who blended
Christian and psychiatric principles into a mes-
sage of “positive thinking,” died in Pawling, NY.,
atage 95.

2014: Sony Pictures broadly released “The Inter-
view” online — an unprecedented counterstroke
against the hackers who'd spoiled the Christmas
opening of the comedy depicting the assassina-
tion of North Korean leader Kim Jong Un.

2015: Christian faithful from around the world

‘the biblical city of
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CONTACTUS

B Address: 3700 Pegasus
Drive, Bakersfield, CA 93308

m Phone: 661-395-7500

PUBLIC SAFETY

Woman found dead
in backyard of Oildale
residence is identified

A 38-year-old woman has been identified
asthe dead in the backyard of

In a news release issued Wednesday
morning, the California Highway Patrol

Monday morning.
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‘According to the Kern County coroner’s
officer, Tracy Kinser was found at 8:21a.m.

Kern County sheriff's deputies responded
to areport of awoman who was unre-
sponsive ina backyard in the 300 block of
Robarts Lano. Fire and medical persomncl

new roadway safety
laws that will be implemented in 2021
License points deduction for distracted
driving: Using a cell phone in a handheld
manner while driving is currently punish-
able by a fine. Beginning July 1, however, vi-
olating the hands-free law for a second time
within 36 months of a prior conviction for
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m Email:

dead, aKem County Sherits
Office news release stated.
KCSO is investigating the incident as a
suspicious death.
Anyone with information is asked to call
KCSO at 861-3110 or Secret Witness at
322-4040.

com

lia Highway Patrol is
fa drivi i

' Online: bakersfield.com/
subscriber-services
Home delivery: All pk

holiday season. -
Ina news release, the CHP said it will be

automatic renewal, with debit
options every month, six
months or 12 months; credit
card or bank draft accepted

period starting at 6:01 p.m. today that will
conclude at 11:59 p.m. Sunday. The agency
stated that during this time available
officers will be on the road for enhanced

for Christmas Eve celebrations as an outburst
of Israeli-Palestinian violence dampened the
typically festive mood. California Gov. Jerry
Brown pardoned Robert Downey Jr. for a nearly
20-year-old felony drug conviction that sent the
Oscar-nominated actor to jail for nearly ayear.
William Guest, 74, a member of Gladys Knight
and the Pips, died in Detroit.

— The Associated Press
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Customer service hours

m Monday through Friday:
6am.to2p.m.

and to assist any driversin
need of help.

Ina news release, the CHP reminded
drivers that even if traffic is lighter this
‘year, that it's not an invitation to speed. The
agency also stated that motorists should
avoid driving tired, impaired or distracted.

The news release also pointed out that
California’s regional stay at home order is
advising residents to stay close to home as
much as possible and to avoid significant
travel plans.

“The CHP said those that deem their travel
as essential should dri ber, avoid dis-

will result ina point being
added to a driver's record. This applies to
the violations of talking or texting while
driving (except for hands-free use) and to
any use of these devices while driving by a
person under 18.

Unattended children in motor vehicles:
Exempts a person from civil or criminal lia-
bility for trespassing or damaging a vehicle
when rescuing a child who is 6 years old or
younger and who is in immediate danger
from heat, cold, lack of ventilation or other
dangerous circumstances. The law will be
implemented on Jan. 1.

“Move Over, Slow Down" amendments:
Extends the provisions of the “Move Over,
Slow Down” law currently in place on
freeways to also apply to local streets and
roads so drivers approaching stationary
eemergency vehicles displaying emergency
lights must move to another lane when
possible or slow to a reasonable spaed on
all highways. Will be implemented Jan. 1.

Emergency vehicles: Allows authorized
emergency vehicles to use a “Hi-Lo” warn-
ing sound. This distinctive sound, different
from a siren, would be used to notify the
public of an immediate need to evacuate an
area in an emergency. The CHP is currently
developing regulations to standardize the
Hi-Lo warning sound statewide. Until the
reguiations are adopted, law enforcement
‘the Hi-Lo warning sound

tractions, buckle up and leave ample time to

b] nhtainlng a permit from the CHP. The law

Wegnesd;ya'lsl 6 13) 38) 39 53 e Redelivery hours arrive at their destination. went into effect Sept. 29.
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"There were allegations Modify canine policies and training from “find and
made, and we firmiy be- " Bteto T and bare anc it ot leach canine
C o v | D - 1 9 lieve and stand behind, deployment only for armed suspects or those wanted
that there were no law for a serious felony.
TESTING SITES violations,” said KLEA Pres- M Inform the public about all officer-involved shootings
ident Marcus Moncur and deaths in custody.

12/20 - 12/26 COUNTY vl T I e
comed the settlement m Improve use of force training to include de-escalation
with open arms, adding techniques and bias.
hebelieved the m Meet with advisory panel to receive
verifies concerns KLEA has input.

Tuesday-Saturday 7am-7pm 7days/wk 8am-2pm been bringing before the W Require deputies to state reason for an investigatory
Arvin Public Health Buildin . P! Board of Supérvisors for stop or detention as soon as possible.
e Good Samaritan Hospital P h e i
204 S Hill, Arvin, 93203 901 Olive Dr, Bakersfield, 93308 years, especily relating o st
g 3 staffing levels. law for a consent search and secure a suparvisor's

*Appointment Required
htps://Ihi.care/covidtesting/questionnaire

Closed 12/25

*NO Appointment Required
CLOSED 12/24-25

Wednesday, Friday
and Sunday 7am-7pm
Wasco Library
1102 7th St, Waseo, 93280
“Appointment Required
hetps://lhi.carelcovidtestinglquestionnaire

Closed 12/25

Monday-Friday 8am-5pm
Adventist Health Delano
Regional Medical Center
1401 Garces Hwy, Delano, 93215
*NO Appointment Required
Call (661) 721-5380
Closed 12/25

Call (661) 721-5380

Wednesday 7am-2pm

Monday-Thursday 10am-2pm Kern River Valley Hospital
Adventist Health Tehachapi Valley 4308 Birch Street,
1100 Magellan Dr, Tehachapi, 93561 Mountain Mesa 93240
“Appointment Required *NO Appointment Required

Call (760) 379-2681 ext 267

Rosamond, 93560
“Appointment Required
https://lhi.care/covidtesting/questionnaire

Wednesday, Friday Monday-Saturday 9am-2pm
and Sunday 7am-7pm Lamont Library
Rosamond Library 8304 Segrue Rd, Lamont, 93241
3611 W Rosamond Bivd, “Appointment Required

Call 661-869-6018
Closed 12/25

Closed 12/25

12/22/2020 10am-4pm

Monday-Friday & Saturday
Weekdays: 9am-1pm & 3pm-7pm &

Kern County Fi ds, Gate 40
1142S P St, Bakersfield, CA 93307
*NO Appointment Required

Saturdays 11am-3pm
West Side Health Care District
100 E North St, Taft, 93268
“Appointment Required
Call (661) 765-1935
CLOSED 12/24-25

12/21/2020 10am-3pm
Riverview Park
326 May Street,
Bakersfield CA, 93308
*NO Appointment Required

“For us and our mem-
bership, this is a win for
us,” he said. “There are
alot of things that point
to alack of staffing, and I

ink that anyone or any
business can appreciate
that if you lack the ap-

p riate or necessary

ng to comp]ele atask,
n begins to cause, or
apotential to cause, other
problems.”

Lt Kevin Wright, pres-

approval for any search of a home.
= Providk

training
and establish deputies who are preferred responders
‘to individuals in a mental health crisis.

= Ensure timely access to police services to all individu-
als regardless of ability to speak English.

m Develop a recruitment plan for attracting aworkforce
‘that reflects diversity in Kern County.

m Broaden efforts to participate in community engage-
ment efforts.

W Conduct a biennial community survey measuring
public satisfactionwith policing.

® Establish a clear definition for a civilian complaint.

Source: California Department of Justice

ident of the Kern County

Sheriff's Command Associ-

ation, also spoke favorably  been responsible forcol-  the American Civil Liber-

of the ment. lecting over $20 million in ties Union Foundation of
“I'think everybody is glad res a t the Sher-  Southern California.

that this has ﬁ;yﬂ}?gumge Fh“s"g%ce sgl:Ig:Yo She described herself

foaconclusionandisnot  blood was firstclected, and  as happy with the DOJ's

just constantly hangmg if continuously set actions, but cautioned

out there,” hesaid. “This ~ lawsuits didn't start to against the expectation

gives us a solid m 3‘ change KCSO conduct, he  that KCSO will alter its cul-

to follow, and 1 at didn't feel this new agree- ure guickly.

thatisreally our next goal,  ment would either. T don't want to mini-

just to make sure we are “Do you see any of the mize the fact that there are

compliant with the mm%r}: political leaders, do you various patterns and prac-

that are agreed upon in the  see any of the supervisors tices—alot of them hon-

document.” saying to the sheriff, ‘we areracist— that are

Still, David Cohn, man-
aging partner at local law

want meaningful reform,
we are tired of paying out

embedded within KCSO
t will take a while to root

firm Chain Cohn Stiles, on these claims?” hesaid,  out,” she said. “This is not
criticized the Justice De- thelack  going ight,
partment for settlingwith ~ of public statements from  “we've entered into this
the Sheriff's Office. local leaders. “It’s business  consent decree and now all
“Tsupposeit’s something ~ asusual. Nothingis going  ofa sudden things are go-
to make the attorey to change.” ing to be better in the next
eralfeel good. I don't fink “Butsomewhohavebeen  yegror two, ‘There is going
it means any g" he pushing for change have to be this long road ahead
said. “l don't thinkit’s going ~ found hope in the new to ensure we are going to
to have any meanin; agreement. see the change we want to
impact with respect to how “Thisisareallybigdeal ~ see”
the Kern County Sheriff's  that this happened and I
Department handles exces-  think that overall, theuse  Sam Morgen can be
sive force issues within the ufforce policy reform over-  reached at 661-395-7415.
department.” at,” said Stephanie  Follow him on Twitter:
He said his law firm had dﬂfm 4, a staff attorney at @smorgenTBC.
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