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Man sentenced in 2018 killing of 2-year-old boy

BY QUINN WILSON
quion@akersfekdcom

AKern County Superior Court
judge sentenced Kaleb Kessinger
to 25 years to life in prison Tues-
day for the 2018 murder of 2-year-
old Ramon Chavez.

Kessinger will serve concurrent
sentences in state prison for the
felony convictions of first-degree
murder, assault of achild under
8years old resulting in death and
reckless evadingof a peace officer.
He will also serve a concurrent
misdemeanor sentence after
being convicted of obstructing/
resisting an officer.

“Itsa happy day for little Ra-
mon,” said Kern County Deputy
District Attorney Courtney Lewis,
the prosecutor in the case. "He
finally gets justice. It was a horren-
dous crime.’

Lewis explained that while con-
victions for both first-degree mur-
der and assault of a child under 8
years old resulting in death carry
sentences of 25 years to life, they
would be served concurrently
because they stemmed from the
same set of facts.

David Torres, Kessinger's law-
yer, asked Judge John Oglesby
during the hearing for Kessinger's
sentence for the third felony con-
viction— reckless evading ofa
peace officer— to be served con-
currently. Oglesby said Kessinger's
felony conviction for evading the

officer was not the focal point
of the case, and decided not to
impose the three-year sentence
consecutively.

However, the prosecution
wanted to see Kessinger's third
felony conviction served consec-
utively, which would have given
him atotal of 28 years to life in

.

“Obviousty, Iwanted
(Kessinger) to serve the maxi-
m\lm amount of time,” Lewis

. “I feel that his crime was
honendous and I think that the
e\mdmg was clearly a part of the
crime.”

During the investigation, offi-
cers went to Kessinger's house.
When his vehicle approached, it
quickly turned around and sped
off, according to the DA office.

Several patrol units pursued
Kessinger, who lost control of
his vehicle and crashed on Olive
Drive, before he got out and fled,
the Ds office said. Officers found
Kessinger hiding out at the Trav-
elodge Motel on Oak Street, where
he resisted arrest.

Kessinger was denied probation
by Oglesby during the sentencing
hearing, with the judge citing the
fact that Kessinger was on misde-
meanor probation when the mur-
der occurred.

“I'm not considering proba-
tion,” Oglesby said. * (Kessinger)
is not a suitable candidate for
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Kaleb Kessinger during his arraignment on April 30, 2018.

probation for the charges of this
nature.”

Lewis noted that the victim's
grandmothers and aunt were
present at the hearing and were

“relieved” by the verdict. She also
said the victim's mother, Ayled
Chavez, was also relieved. Chavez
pleaded no contest to willful cru-
elty toa child in Ramon's death

and v re]eased from prison in
1
A ez vas punished for
her crimes. She did serve time in
prison for trusting her child with
the defendant,” Lewis said. “Peo-
le also have to remember, she

has to wake up every day and her
child is not here.”

According to court documents,
Chavez said she left her son in
Kessinger's care while she went to
see a friend, When she came back,

ie told police she noticed inju-
ries on Ramon's head and that he
died later that night.

Chavez said she and Kessinger
took the body to the Kern River
Canyon the following morning
and dumped it before later return-
ing to bury the body, according to
court documents.

Chavez initially reported to
police that her son had been kid-
napped by an unknown Hispanic
man, but ultimately admitted to
officers that she made up that
;tﬂolry and that Kessinger was the

Twould say be more vigilant
about who you let into your life
and who you let around your

s,” Lewis said.

Aseparate case against
Kessinger, related to stealing
money from his elderly grandfa-
ther, was dismissed in light of the
more serious murder conviction,
Lewis said.
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Aaran Porter (80) greets a senior citizen during an event at West
Highin 2017. Porter, a former West High football player, was killed in

aFebruary 2019 stabbing.

3 get prison terms
in 2019 stabbing of
West High athlete
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Three men have been sen-
tencedin the 2019 stabbing death
of former West High School foot-
ball player Aaran Porter, according
to the Kern County District Attor-
neys Office.

Donnie Lee Nolen was sen-
tenced on Tuesday to 16 years in
prison afier pleading no contest
to voluntary manslaughter with a
gang-related crime enhancement.

Isaiah Starns was sentenced
onTuesday to six years in prison
after pleading no contest to fel-
ony assault causing great bodily
injury and gang

to 10 years in prison on Sept. 15
after pleading no contest to two
counts of felony assault, with one
enhancement for causing great
bodily in}';lry and gang-related
crime enhancement.

Porter was stabbed and seri-
ously injured during an alterca-
tion in a parking lot in the 7400
block of District Boulevard on
Feb.2, 2019. While at a party, he
intervened during a confrontation
between a family member and an
unknown person, as previously
reported. Porter was stabbed mul-
tiple times in the abdomen.

rter was treated at alocal

charges.
Armani Bonner was sentenced

hospital, where he died on Feb.
11,2019,

illiam Shakespeare
wirote, “In the nigh,
imagining some fear,
how easy s a bush supposed a
bear!” For many families having
lost loved onesto
the coronavirus,
this has beena
devastating year.
The death num-
bers are broadcast
relentlessly. Small
wonder people have
become paranoid
about traveling. But
does this anxiety
make sense?
Normally ai
ports are chaotic
and unpleasant. Joyless crowds
stand toe-to-toe in long lineups
through insufferable screenings

o
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and baggage checks, only 0 be
herded like sheep onto cramped
planes,

But now could be the best
time to travel. Airports are not
crowded and much cleaner.
Some flights| he midd

COMMON SENSE HEALTH

Go ahead and catch the travel bug

Research by NASA notes that
HEPA filters are exceptionally
efficient— almost 100 percent at
0.01 micron —at capturing ultra-
fine particles, including the ver
globs carrying
JARS-CoV-2 in ex-

haled air.

Even with this
fgtnuo n, every

National Institute of Allergy and
Infectious Diseases, recently said,
“Ifyou are deficient in vitamin
D, that does have an impact on
your susceptibility to infection. I
would not mind recommending,
andIdoit m)self taking vitamin
D supplements.”

He wenton to add that vitamin
Cisa ‘good antioxidant” m

on average, cabin
airis completely
changed. That's

20 times every
hour comy to
12 times in office
buildings. Your
airplane ride is
far safer than a bus or subway
journey!

Itis not the air, but certain
surfaces on planes where germs
thrive — for instance, seatback
magazines, pulldown tables and
headrests where people put their
hands as th nﬁe the aisle. An-

Fauci might have eTJe(teI ron ghl
home the point. These two vita-
mins protect us, and we should
be ringing far louder alerts for
everyone to supplement their
intake. Good advice at any point,
but especially as you prepare ta
travel, get your immune system
intop shape.

‘This viral pandemic has been
so prolonged and so intensely
covered by the media, that it's
small wonder travelers are seeing
bears.

Everyday lifestyle diseases
suchas obesityand Type 2 dia:

other problem is the

seat empty — a welcome move.
Skeptics worry about con-

afterp igers fail to wash their
hands. Airlines are aware of these
hazards and have increased use

tact with th
seated forhours bre.uhmg
shared air on flights. It's under-
standable given the enclosed
space and large numbers of
strangers. But the air inside an
mrpkme is cleaner than you

Mos( commercial aircraft use
High Efficiency Particulate Air
filters, and the air flows in ways
similar to an operating room, in
one direction with little cross-
over of circulation patterns.
Cabin air is cons tantly refreshed,
with about 60 percent from the
outside and 40 percent passing
through HEPA filters that block
99.97 percent of airborne par-
ticles over 0.3 micron in size.

So, go ahead and catch the
travel bug. Do a more informed
assessment of the health risks
and benefits of travel. Travel can
ease stress, a major source of |J]—
ness. It gets you up and moving.
‘Travel often involves socializing
and making new friends, also
known to boost positive health
outcomes. Good food choices
while traveling, combined with
exercise, can score a win-win,
Don't forget the importance of
rest. Choose a destination where
you can enjoy some downtime.

Finally, far too late, top medi-
cal authorities are acknowledging
the role of specific supplements.
Dr. Anthony Fauci, director of the

betes cause m
deaths than the colomﬂms

Life has its hazards, even get-
ting up in the morming. But plane
travel is one of the safest forms
of transportation. We must not
become so paranoid that we be-
come afraid of our own shadow.

Samuel Johnson, the historian,
once remarked, “When a man
is tired of London, he is tired of
life.” Whether London or any-
where else, don't let yourself suc-
cumb. Plan your next trip.

The weekly column by Dr. W, Gif-
ford-Jones has been published for
5 years. The same no-nonsense

tradition now continues in
father-daughter collaboration.
Sign up at wunw.docgiff.com to
receive their weekly e-newsletter:
For comments, email contact-us@
docgiff.com.

PUBLIC SAFETY

Lawsuit settled in harassment claims against correctional officer
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A lawsuit against the Hall” Cohn said.
county has been settled The suit was ongmallv
involving awomanwho said ~ dismissed by U.S. District

she was sexually harassed
by a corrections officer as
ateenager at Juvenile Hall,
according to the law offices
of Chain Cohn Stiles.

The suit reached its final
dismissal on Sept. 14 after
asettlement of $250,000
was reached with the
county in August, according
to the law office?:

posed to happen at Juvenile

Court Judge Jennifer L.
Thurston in 2017 when she
made a summary judgment
in favor of the defendants,
as previously reported.
However, in January 2019,
the Ninth Circuit Court of
Appeals ruled in favor of
Vasquez, clearing the way
for her case togo to trial.
County

and public relations durector,
Jorge Barrientos.

The suit was filed on be-
half of samantha Vasquez in
2016. Vasquez, who was in
Juvenile Hall in 2015, report-
edly alleged that corrections
officer George Anderson
made sexual comments to
her, groomed her for sexual
abuse, propositioned her for
sex and watched her shower.

David Cohn, partner at
chain Cohn Stiles, said
the suit was part of two
separate lawsuits by young
women who alleged “var-
ious mlsde@ds on behalf

of

99.

respond to arequest for
comment late Wednesday.

The Kern County Sheriff’s
Office arrested aman

Iated charges following
a traffic stop on Highway

Arturo Meza, 34, from
Delano, was arrested
and taken to the Central
Receiving Facility where he
was booked on suspicion
of possession of a narcotic,
possession of a narcotic f()r
sales and

officel
“As you might imagine,
those activities are not sup-

anarcotic, according tea
KCSO news release.
Later, it was learned Meza

had an active felony warrant
for his arrest under another
name for unrelated narcotic

COURTESY OF THE KERN COUNTY SHERIFF' OFFICE

More than two pounds of suspected cocaine, with an
approximate street value of $35,000, was allegedly
found in a suspect’s car during a Kern County Sheriff's
Office traffic stop on Tuesday.

bail.

charges. He's currently be-
ing held in custody without

Road for unsafe speeds.
During the investigation,

the vehicle and found
alarge quantity of sus-

with the investigation.

$35,000, was seized frol

toKCSO.
Anyone with inform.

Napoles.

According to KCSO, dep-
uties stopped a vehicle on
Highway 99 near Sandrini

deputies learned Mezawas
driving without a license.  release.
A KCSO canine searched

pected cocaine, KCSO said.
Detectives from the Kern
County-High Intensity Drug
Trafficking Area responded
to the scene and assisted

More than two pounds of
suspected cocaine, with an
approximate street value of

regarding the investigation
is asked to call 861-3110.

The Kern County Sher-
iff’s Office crlllcal

<l

used deadly forceina
Sept. 3 officer involved
shooting that resulted
in the death of Fernando

I
On Monday, the board

found Deputy Christopher
Saldana's use of deadly
force was within depart-
mental policy and that the

. deputy has returned to duty,
according to a KCSO news

During the Sept. 3
incident, the 37-year-old Na-
poles brandished a shotgun
at Saldana, KCSO said. The
deputy then shot and killed
Napoles.

KCSO's eritical incident
review board consisted of
Chief Deputy Damian Nord,
Chief Deputy Lamy McCur-
tain, Chief Deputy James
Morrison and Acting Chief

m  Deputy Avery Simpson.

Meza's vehicle, according

The Kern County coro-
ner’s office has iden
fied the teenage victim
in a car accident on Tues-
day evening on Highway
46, west of Main Drain
Road near Wasco.
Florencio Zamora, 17,
was the operater of an SUV
that left the roadway and
overturned at 10:05 p.m.
He was declared dead at
the scene from his injuries,
the coroner said in a news
release.
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